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Dear co-founders of social change,
 
Our newsletters are a viewport into the month gone by - highlights from ACT, inspiration from our social entrepreneurs,
sector insights and collaboration opportunities.
 
This newsletter is by and for the ACT Collective so we hope that you enjoy reading!

What’s New

Sowjanya Kanuri joins the collective as ACT For Women's Program Lead

Having worked with orgs like Unilever & Girl Effect, Sowjanya will help us accelerate our
efforts towards increasing women's workforce participation in India.

"I am really excited by ACT's unique approach towards solving this issue - hyper focusing on
addressing demand side barriers to create significant shifts within the startup ecosystem, to
begin with. I look forward to learning from the ACT’s amazing network of supporters!"

ACT For Environment grantee Agri To Power wins the Cisco Global Problem Solver Challenge 2022

A2P’s AI based platform uses satellite imagery to identify areas where crop waste
burning is prevalent & creates a marketplace where crop waste can be turned into
clean biofuels instead.
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Being a solution that substantially reduces greenhouse gas emissions and
increases farmers’ incomes, they’ve won the $1,00,000 Climate Impact &
Regeneration prize.

Read more here.

Mission Brighter Bharat kicks off in rural Uttarakhand

In partnership with Central Square Foundation, Sshrishti Trust, BYJU'S, Cashify, Freshworks,
The Max Foundation & Urban Company, ACT For Education's Mission Brighter Bharat
initiative distributed over 600 tablets, preloaded with free educational content, to children
from low-income families between grades 4th to 8th in rural Uttarakhand.

Know more here.

ACT For Environment grantee Farmers for Forests recognised by Uplink - World Economic Forum

As an organisation working to protect and increase India’s biodiverse forest cover in
collaboration with rural communities, F4F has been recognised by UpLink - World Economic
Forum as a top innovator working on ecosystem protection & restoration in India.

Read more here.

ACT For Health welcomes Swasth Alliance to its portfolio in support of the Health Claims Exchange (HCX)

Swasth is working with stakeholders across the healthcare ecosystem to build HCX as
public digital infrastructure - a unified backbone for health financing in the form of an
interoperable health benefits network covering the continuum of care.

Read more here.

ICAC winner Brisil launches their second plant in Gujarat

First of its kind in India & South Asia, this facility will use Brisil’s patented technology to
convert 15000 tons of rice husk ash (a significant cause of air pollution) into 8000-9000 tons
of green precipitated silica for industrial use.

This energy efficient process will not only reduce the dumping of rice husk ash as a waste
product but also replace conventionally produced silica extracted from sand; thus preventing
sand mining and its related damage to rivers, floodplains & the water table.

Vidyakul joins the ACT For Education portfolio

Their affordable mobile app offers live as well as recorded classes, with lecture notes and
quizzes, for state board students in grades 9 to 12. Currently operating in Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh & Gujarat, Vidyakul employs local teachers to create vernacular educational content
for all subjects with contextual examples to help students learn better.

Read more here.

In Spotlight: Ambee

When Madhusudhan Anand’s son was an infant, he would wake up choking and gasping for
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air every morning. Doctors were unable to figure out the reason and while Madhusudhan
suspected air pollution to be the cause - he couldn’t find any reliable measures on air quality.

He built a sensor and drove around his neighbourhood in Bengaluru, creating a heat map on
air quality. As it turned out, the air was indeed toxic but no one had identified it as an issue
because there was no one measuring it.

Ambee was born of Madhusudan’s resolve to drive climate action on air pollution using real time data. Using proprietary data
science and AI, that combines raw data from satellites and thousands of on-ground sensors, it provides hyperlocal
intelligence that can help cities identify pollution hotspots and take action in real time.

Having partnered with the likes of NASA, they're now working with ACT For Environment on enabling India to act against air
pollution by partnering with local government bodies on using Ambee’s data sets to manage city-level climate action plans!

Entrepreneur Speak: Top Parent

Parents from low-income communities lack the resources to support
their children’s learning and development at home.

This is the realisation that led Sashwati Bannerjee to launch Top Parent
- a free mobile app that equips low-income parents with resources,
strategies, and language to support their children to get ready for
school and for life.

If you need a dose of inspiration today, read more about her social
entrepreneurial journey here!

Industry Insights

Given the unevenness of quality & coverage of early childhood education services in the
country, it is important to develop a responsive model that can help the government provide
equitable services to all children aged between 3-6 years. 

Read more in this report by CBGA & Save the Children.

Let’s ACT!

Join the LITE Hiring Network

Last year, Coronasafe Network’s Teaching Fellowship catalysed 3 software engineers to
maintain and upgrade AICTE’s National Model Curriculum for Advanced Web Development. 

These Fellows have released the first major upgrade for the curriculum, which is being
launched in 9 universities across 6 states.

If you’re looking for high quality student developers trained in this curriculum, sign up
for the LITE Hiring Network here.
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